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machinery for heavy industry and the production of paints
and varnishes are also among the industries of the town.
Prior to 1917 the only source of bauxite exploited in Russia
was at Tikhvin, to the east of Leningrad. But new deposits
at Nadezhdinsk, Alapayevsk, and Kamensk are now utilized,
and the latter town is the centre of the Urals aluminium
industry. Asbestos too is found in the Urals. The deposits
are worked in huge quarries near the new town of Asbesi,
and occur in workable bodies from 20 to 200 metres thick.
About 120,000 tons are produced each year. The output of
platinum has increased to such an extent that it now occupies
a position of world importance. It is mined to the north of
Nizhne TagiL Another valuable metal which is mined is
gold. The Beresovsk gold-mine, situated to the north-east
of Sverdlovsk and discovered in 1745, was the basis of the
first Russian gold industry.
To the north-west of Sverdlovsk are the industrial centres
of the Perm region. The salt and potassium deposits at
Solikamsk and phosphates to the north provide the basis for
the chemical industry at Berezniki,1 while at Perm the most
important industries are concerned with non-ferrous metal-
lurgy, the manufacture of phosphatic fertilizers, and the
building of ships for river traffic. Coal is mined at Kizel,
and oil at Ghusova.
The forest resources of the Urals, which in the past provided
charcoal for the iron industry, are now utilized by the paper-
and cellulose-mills at Krasnovishersk and the large paper-
mills of Krasnokamsk, on the Kama river near Perm (com-
pleted in 1936). The rivers are used for the transport of timber.
Thus within the short space of twenty years the Urals
region has become one of the foremost industrial areas of the
world, comparable only with the largest industrial districts
of Europe or America, supplying the U.S.S.R. ^ith heavy
industrial equipment, machinery, tractors, locomotives, iron
and steel, non-ferrous metals, oil, and chemical fertilizers, and
drawing a large proportion of its raw materials from Western
Siberia and Kazakhstan.
a Here salt is obtained from brine pumped from below the surface.